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  Information Skills Models

PLUS model 
A model which provides a framework to guide pupils in their use of information, using a range of study skills, thinking skills and information skills. 
	P
	Purpose
	Identifying the purpose of an investigation or assignment

· Identifying an information need. 

· Learning to frame realistic research questions. 

· Planning a piece of research using diagrams or headings. 

· Identifying keywords.

	L
	Location
	Finding relevant information sources related to the purpose

· Selecting suitable information media. 

· Locating information using library catalogues, indexes, databases, CD-ROMs or search engines.

	U
	Use
	Selecting and rejecting information and ideas, reading for information, note-taking and presentation

· Evaluating quality/relevance of information retrieved. 

· Skimming and scanning text for information. 

· Taking notes. 

· Presenting and communicating information. 

· Writing a bibliography.

	S
	Self-evaluation
	How pupils evaluate their performance in applying information skills to the assignment and what they learn for the future

· Reflecting on what has been learnt and being able to come to a conclusion based on information found. 

· Carrying out a personal information skills audit. 

· Identifying successful information skills strategies.


© James E Herring
Source: http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/5to14/specialfocus/informationskills/plus.asp

Big Six ™
	1. Task Definition
1.1 Define the information problem 
1.2 Identify information needed 
	4. Use of Information
4.1 Engage (e.g., read, hear, view, touch) 
4.2 Extract relevant information 

	2. Information Seeking Strategies 
2.1 Determine all possible sources 
2.2 Select the best sources
	5. Synthesis
5.1 Organize from multiple sources 
5.2 Present the information 

	3. Location and Access
3.1 Locate sources (intellectually and physically) 
3.2 Find information within sources 
	6. Evaluation
6.1 Judge the product (effectiveness) 
6.2 Judge the process (efficiency) 


Source: http://new.big6.com/what-is-the-big6/
Marland nine question steps 
1. What do I need to do? (formulate and analyse need)

2. Where could I go? (identify and appraise likely sources)

3. How do I get to the information? (trace and locate individual resources)

4. Which resources shall I use? (examine, select, and reject individual resources)

5. How shall I use the resources? (interrogate resources)

6. What should I make a record of? (recording and sorting information)

7. Have I got all the information I need? (interpreting, analysing, synthesising, evaluating)

8. How should I present it? (presenting, communicating)

9. What have I achieved? (evaluation)

Source: Marland, M. (1984) Information Skills in the Secondary Curriculum. London: Methuan Educational. 
BE ALERT

Before you start

Engage your brain

Ask yourself questions

What do you need to find out?

Locate the sources
Evaluate the sources

Record what you need

Transform

Developed at King Edward VI school, Lichfield. Described in:

Jones, R (2007) "Educating the palate of pupils and teachers: recipes for success in school libraries" in The Information Literacy Cookbook, edited by Secker, J. Boden, D. and Price, G. London: Chandos Publishing, 2007.
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