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Plagiarism Activity – Teacher’s Notes
One of the main problems pupils have, when completing a task, is understanding what plagiarism is and why it is something they need to know about and avoid.

Many pupils think it is much more acceptable to pretend that everything they have written or used in a piece of work is their own, rather than acknowledge that they have researched and used other people’s work.

With today’s technology which can easily detect plagiarism it is important that pupils realise what exactly plagiarism is and how they can avoid being accused of it.
The worksheet (01PlagiarismActivity.doc) is intended to initiate discussion about plagiarism but could also be used to check pupils understanding of plagiarism after a lesson on the subject.

All of the answers are false.  However there are some points to note:
· Copying something a friend has written is totally different to talking things over with a friend and then writing down what has been discussed.

· Pupils think that anything can be copied from the internet and used by them as though it was their own.  Pictures and music both have the potential to cause problems with copyright issues and these should be checked before using either in any work.  The sources for both should be cited in any bibliography once copyright issues have been examined
The handout (02PlagiarismBibliographyHandout.doc) gives more information about creating a bibliography, covering referencing and plagiarism. 
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