

A fact is something that exists or can be proved to be true. It’s usually easy to find out by quickly searching books or the internet.  
It is very easy for pupils to type in whatever they are looking for and come up with an answer but how good is the quality of the information they find?
These are very much Pub Quiz like question such as:
“What is the capital of England?”
“Who was the father of Elizabeth I?”
Other than being able to know where to find this information, either in books or on the internet, this process does not require any higher level thinking skills.
Quick searches can be used to check if someone knows certain pieces of information but they may not necessarily understand the whole picture from the bits of information they have found.
Research involves collecting information about a topic from a variety of sources – books, journals, magazines, the internet etc and then making judgements about the information, interpreting and coming to some conclusions about that information.  
There are certain practices associated with Research to ensure the quality of information, for example, knowing what are reliable sources and why and how to cite these sources.
The question “Why do you think London become the capital of England?” will call for more research than “What is the capital of England?”  More thinking skills will be required to answer this question fully.

A research question involves analysing the information that has been found and then drawing conclusions, thus encouraging the development of higher level thinking skills.  Research encourages a greater understanding of a whole topic.







