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Research versus Search Activity – Teacher’s Notes
There are two sets of questions (01ResearchQuestions.doc and 02SearchQuestions.doc) - one set can be easily answered by a quick search, the other set needs more research to answer fully. 
Mix up both sets of questions – pupils then sort into two piles quick search questions and research questions.

Some questions are deliberately ambiguous and could be given a very simple answer but for pupils to obtain the highest marks the question would need to be fully researched.   

For example “Do you believe that the police in the United Kingdom should

be armed?”  could be answered simply yes or no but to answer fully pupils would need to look at both the “pros” and “cons” of arming the police and then come to their own decision about whether it would be a good or bad idea.
The handout (03ResearchHandout.doc) gives more detail on the differences between Searching and Researching. 
Further Activities

· Discuss which sources would be suitable for answering the quick search questions.

· Discuss how they would tackle the questions which require more research to give a full answer. 

· This format could be used at the start of a new topic.  Teachers could devise two sets of questions - quick factual questions which can be easily answered after a quick search and another set which go deeper into the topic and require more research.
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